





which icons are used. This may be true in some cascs; but other factors must have been
involved. Personal choice, bv the sculptor or the client, may have been a factor, or possibly
rates of payment. The individual icons may even signify status, or membership of social
groupings.

The particular style employed by the sculptors of Kilsheelan-Kilmurrv seems to be original.
There are a number of older mensa or Table tombs in the vicinity with instruments of the
Passion decoration on the sides. There are at least two in Kilmurry Churchyard itself, one of
which has a readable display of symbols. A number of these — cloak, three dice, cock on a pillar,
30 picces of silver, whip, sceptre of reeds, calipers, lance, sponge, dicebox and ladder — can all
be tound on the later tombs, but the style and organisation is quite different.

Home symbols common to Mensa tombs at Kilmurry, Callan and Clonmecl, such as the “Five
Wounds” and the pot, appear nowhere on the Kilsheelan-Kilmurry graves. Longfield mentions
a stone in the grounds of the Sisters of Charitv convent in Clonmel as a definite stylistic
influence.” Unfortunatelv neither the stone nor a pictorial representation could be located.

These older tombs in such close proximity must have influenced the Kilsheelan-Kilmurry
sculptors, but the later style was a new approach, itself copied later, as can be seen on
gravestones at Mothel and Churchtown, both in Co. Waterford. The original model for the
Kilsheelan-Kilmurry style may have been a woodcut or a broadsheet that now no longer exists.
Whatever the origin, the particular design, especially the use of the three stars, does not appear
on any other graves in the area.
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Figo 12 A2 CAID: ynch 127 F(Kilsheelan).
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Fig. 3: A4: Houlahan 1756 (Kilsheelan).
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Fig. 4: A15: Lai___ 1741 (Old St. Mary’s, Clonmel). Fig. 5: A14: Dwan 1722 (Newtownanner).
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Fig. 7: B9: Ryan 1752 (Kilcash).ﬁ

t s
Aderelie  Body of D od
Luaim \Who Pa{* ed GK‘J\l(s
hife Jule

VYIS 1721/ 9ed
J/VearsAlso/oan?ﬂém
/Alas !yr\c\X(/ho Pacied(

[i fe Auguslg/—/c",—u‘m ed
48 (here Son John ) ua

Fig. 8: B4: Shea 1748 (Kilsheclan).
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Fig. 9: B2: Quain 1721 (Kilsheelan).
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Fig. 10: B28 (BID): Butler 1747 (Grangemockler). o

© Tipperary Historical Journal 1998 20 [pp 198-214] Diarmuid O'Keeffe




0onnon—

Wt 1
&

1o\

ol o\
12 \J
| {
| 3} / |

Fig. 11: B24: Sweeney 1740 (St. Mary’s, Callan).
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Fig. 14: B21: Neale 1755 (Kilsheelan).
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Fig. 16: B29 (BIl): English 1764 (Ballyclarihai).
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Fig. 17: B27 (BIV): Hacket 1731 (Templetny).
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Inventory

Graveyard Type A Type B
(i) Kilsheelan: 1. Comerford 1732 1. Neal 1752
2. Lynch 1744 All 2. Quain 1721
3. Mara 1731 3. Dwyer 1743
4. Houlahan 1756 4. Shea 1748
5. Quin 1715 5. Power 1755
6. Hogan 1735
(ii) Kilcash: 6. * 7. Mangan 1743
8. Comerford 1730
9. Ryan 1752
(iii) Ardfinnan: 10. Bourk 1742
(iv) Kilmurry: 7. Keavan 1727 11. Meany 1731
8. Guire * 12. Sexton 1755
9. Cody 1747 13. Corbet 1731 Bl
10. Doyle 1747 14. Houlahan 1749
11. Cleary 1742 Alll 15. Butler 1750
12. Hiet* 1776* 16. Hackney 1732
13. Holahan 1722 17. Walsh 1748 Bl
: 18. Dunphy 1730 BII
(v) Newtownanner: 14. Dawn 1722 19. Hogan 1786
(vi) Old St. Mary’s, Clonmel: 15. Lai.* 1741 20. Slattery 1753
(vii) Kilkieran: 21. Neale 1755
(viii) Kilclispeen (Ahenny): 22. Comerford 1756
(ix) Kilamery: 23. Cahell 1741
(x) St. Mary’s, Callan: 24. Sweeney 1740
(xi) Kilronan: 16. Daniel 1745
(xii) Tulloughmellon: 25. Neale 1720
26. Scully 1723
(xiii) Templetny: 27. Hackett 1731 BIV
(xiv) Kiltinan: 17. Morrisey 1746
(xv) Lisronagh: 18. Kennedy 1741
(xvi) Baptistgrange: 19. Cahill 1756
20. Rvan 1742
(xvii) Cloneen: 21. Tracv 1739 All
(xviii) Grangemockler: 28. Butler 1747 Bll
(xix) Ballyclarihan: 29. English 1764 BIII
(xx) Rathgormack: 22. Quillenan 1747 30. Daughrer 17__*
23. Phorane 1747 31. Phelan 1753
(xxi) Mothel: 32. Mores 1755
33. Devoy 1755
34. Shortis 1755
35. Ryan 1755
(xxii) Curraghnagarraha: 36. Phoran 1747 BII
(xxiii) St. Nicholas’ Carrick-on-Suir 37. Walsh 1764
(xxiv) Templemichael: 38. Hanrahan 1747 BV

* Illegible.

Author’s note: Other graves must have existed as well as those on the list. The fragment of a Type B was
found in the rubble of a collapsed gable wall at Kilmurry.
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FOOTNOTES
1. Roe. H. M. 1983: “Instruments of the Passion”, in Old Kilkenny Review 2, p. 528.

2. lbid.
3. bid., p.529.
4. Ibid.
5 Ibid., p. 532.

6. Longfield, A. K. 1954: “Some 18th Century Irish Tombstones” (contd.), in J.R.S.A.L,, Vol. 84, p. 174.

7. 1bid.
8. Ibid., p. 175.
9. Ibid.

10.  John 19:34.

11.  John 20: 1; Luke 24:2.

12.  John 19:29.

13. Pillar is not mentioned in the Bible text, but is part of the Stations of the Cross.

14.  Luke 22:60; Mark 14:72.

15.  Rope not referred to in Bible.

16.  These instruments not referred to in Bible.

17.  Mark 15:15.

18.  Mark 15:17.

19.  Luke 23:44.

20.  O’Shea, P.]. 1988: Memento Mori (unpublished M.A. theseis, U.C.C.), p. 177.

21.  Luke 23:44.

22, O’Shea, op. cit., p. 117.

23.  John 19:24.

24, O’Shea, op. cit., p. 118.

25.  OFarrell, F. 1983: “Passion Symbols in Irish Church Carvings”, in Old Kilkeny Review 2, p. 538.

26.  John 19:23.

27. Matthew 27:3.

28.  Not referred to in the Bible.

29.  Not referred to in the Bible.

30.  Not referred to in the Bible. O’'Mahoney, E. 1995: A Study of 17th Century Memorials to the Dead in the
Medieval Towns of Cork, Kinsale and Youghal (unpublished M.A. thesis, U.C.C.), p. 81.

31.  O’Shea, op. cit., p. 114.

32.  Not referred to in the Bible.

33.  Referred to as “stick” in the Bible (Matthew 27:29).

34.  O’Shea, op. cit., p. 114.

35.  John 18:3.

36. Mark 15:15.

37.  Longfield, op. cit., p. 174.

38.  Ibid., p. 175.

39.  Ibid., p.174.
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